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Concerto's every Evening on a new Instrument from Germany call'd The Shalamo; never play'd in Publick before.5
In the 18th century, musicians were often initially trained to play a number of wind, string and percussion instruments in a Stadtpfeiferei or town pipers' school, rather than specializing in a single instrument.6
Both the 'shalamo' and clarinet were played in London from 1737 by another foreign-born virtuoso, a 'Mons. Charle' also known as 'Mr Charles', whose career has been documented in some depth.7 Originally from France, he appeared in various cities throughout Great Britain for twenty-two years, and made a significant contribution to the clarinet's new-found popularity. He was first mentioned on 6 October 1733 in the 'Third Musick' between the acts of the play The earliest reference to the clarinet in Czechoslovakia occurs in the 1751 inventory of instruments at the estate of Bernard Nemec at Olomouc. This large collection included four clarinets which were undoubtedly used to play different types of music: orchestral, church, dance and Turkish.67 These instruments were probably of German origin, some having three keys, as mentioned by J. K. Rohn in his compendium published in Prague in 1768.68 The composer Carl Ditters von Dittersdorf mentioned hearing clarinets in 1754, when they were employed for an outdoor festival at Schlosshof/ March.69 There has been some disagreement about the date that these instruments arrived at the Thurn and Taxis court orchestra at Regensburg. In conclusion, at least eight court orchestras in Germany made use of the clarinet between 1710 and 1760. By the middle of the century the instrument was used at the Paris Opera and in one court orchestra in Czechoslovakia (see Table) . 
